order to participate in the Indian freedom movement.

Roy came to India in cognito in December, 1930, was
arrested in July, 1931 and was tried and sentenced to imprison-
ment of 12 years on the charge of conspiracy to overthrow the
British Government. The sentence was reduced to six years in
appeal.

After completing his sentence Roy was released from Jail
on 20th November, 1936.    Immediately thereafter, he issued a
public appeal asking the people to join  the  Indian  National
Congress in millions.    At the same time, he made it clear that
the nationalist movement could not be strengthened   unless  it
underwent a process of radicalisation and democratisation. He
urged that the Indian National Congress should be built up
from below by   organising village  and taluka Congress Com-
mittees    and by  vitalising them on  the basis of a socio-
ecoromic    programme    of democratic freedom and radical,
agrarian reform.   His idea was to develop the Indian National
Congress, with its net-work of village and taluka Committees,,
as a State within the State.    The plan was that at an appro-
priate time, the Congress as the alternate State would give a
call for convening a Constituent Assembly to frame the consti-
tution of free India and that the call would be the signal for
the launching of the Indian revolution for democratic freedom.
On the basis of this radical  programme,  the followers of
Roy started work in a large number of rural and urban centres _
in the country and within a couple of years  they became a
force to be contended with.    In 1940, however, Roy and his
followers had  to  part company with the Indian  National
Congress because  of their  difference on the issue of India's
participation in the Second World War.

When the "phony" stage of the Second World War was
over and the Nazi armies invaded France in April, 1940, Roy
declared that the war had become an anti-Fascist War and
that it was necessary for the very survival of democracy
throughout the world that the war efforts of the Allied Powers
should be supported at all costs. "If Fascism succeeds in
establishing its domination over the whole of Europe", Roy
declared, "then good-bye to revolution and good-bye to
Indian freedom as well." He also confidently predicted that